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• We will attract and inspire more pupils to
study science and maths by increasing the
number of teachers with specialist subject
knowledge and improving the skills of
existing teachers in these subjects.
• We will work to have an education system
that ranks among the best in the world
by attracting the most capable people
into the profession. We will offer highachieving graduates financial incentives
to train as teachers and will spread
outstanding practice across the education
system by continuing to expand the
number of Teaching Schools, modelled
on teaching hospitals.

NHS and Social Care
The NHS is one of our great national
institutions. We believe that
healthcare should be free at the
point of delivery on the basis of
need, not ability to pay. The NHS we
inherited was overly centralised,
insufficiently responsive to patients
and ill-equipped to handle both the
demands of an ageing population
and the rising costs of treatment.
That is why, as well as protecting the
health budget, we have reformed
the NHS, giving patients and
communities more choice and a
stronger voice. This combination of
investment and reform is starting to
deliver significant improvements in
outcomes and productivity. We have
identified four key priorities for health
and care: reducing preventable early
death; improving the standard of
care that people receive; improving
the treatment and care of people
with dementia, mental illness and

other long-term conditions; and
bringing the technology revolution
to the health and care sectors.
• We have improved the NHS by:
– increasing the health budget in real terms
in 2011/12 and for each subsequent year
of this Parliament;
– starting to devolve commissioning of
most health services to GP-led clinical
commissioning groups, with at least one
practising nurse and a secondary care
specialist on each of their governing
bodies; and
– allowing patients in six trial primary care
trusts to register or receive a consultation
with a GP practice of their choice.
• We have reduced preventable early death
by:
– meeting the standard that 93 per cent
of all patients referred by GPs with a
suspicion of cancer should be seen
within two weeks and that they should,
if diagnosed, begin treatment within two
months;
– setting up a £600 million Cancer Drugs
Fund which, between October 2010 and
October 2012, has helped more than
25,000 patients to access the drugs that
would previously have been denied to
them;
– increasing the number of doctors in
England by 5,180 and the overall number
of clinical staff by 2,642; and
– saving £2.7 billion by the end of 2012/13
by cutting administrative staff, reducing
expenditure on wasteful IT projects
and ploughing the money back into
patient care.
• We have improved the standard of care,
particularly the treatment and care of
people with dementia and other long-term
conditions, by:
– achieving the best ever performance
in reducing the number of patients
waiting for more than 18 weeks to start
consultant-led treatment; reducing MRSA

