
 

The professional voice of general practice in City and East London 
Londonwide LMCs is the brand name of Londonwide Local Medical Committees Limited 
Registered and office address: Tavistock House North, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9HX. T. 020 7387 2034/7418 F. 020 7383 7442 
E. info@lmc.org.uk www.lmc.org.uk 
Registered in England No. 6391298. Londonwide Local Medical Committees Limited is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee 
Chief Executive: Dr Michelle Drage  

 

 

 
BY EMAIL  
 
 
To:  All Tower Hamlets and City and Hackney Practices 
 
 
18 April 2012  
 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
re:  Your Choice of GP Practice  
 
As you will no doubt be aware, the Government will soon be launching “Choice of GP Practice, 
the Patient Choice Scheme”. Detailed guidance on how the scheme will operate was published 
on 4 April 2012, see link below. 
  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasse
t/dh_133411.pdf  
 
We have grave concerns that this pilot will result in reduced services to your existing patients. 
 
Section 3.7 makes it clear that although Tower Hamlets PCT and City & Hackney PCT will be 
responsible for all secondary care costs, community costs and prescribing costs incurred by 
commuters registering with practices under the scheme, the PCTs will not receive a single extra 
penny to cover those costs in its pilot year. 
 
Section 3.11 makes it clear that although Tower Hamlets PCT and City & Hackney PCT will be 
responsible for prescribing and treatment costs incurred by commuters attending practices as 
day cases under the scheme during the pilot year, the PCTs will not receive a single penny to 
cover those costs. 
 
The guidance states that the PCTs will 'manage the financial impact through their planning and 
financial arrangements'. In the current financial climate, making Tower Hamlets PCT and City & 
Hackney PCT absorb all costs relating to commuters registering with practices under the scheme 
can only have the effect of reducing the amount of funding available to your existing patients. 
This will inevitably result in cuts to services to existing patients, as PCTs have a legal duty to 
balance their budgets. 
 
It has been argued that these effects will be made up in the subsequent financial year, when 
CCG allocations are based on registered GP populations rather than the resident population.  
However we will still have lost the funding for extra costs of the pilot year. Also no extra non-
practice funding will ever be made available for day patient registrations, and the scheme is very 
clear that it for the patient NOT the practice to decide whether they wish to register as an “out of 
area registered patient” or as a “day patient”.  As the scheme is currently constituted, our 
CCG/PCT will not ever have prescribing or secondary care costs (for example for use of clinical 
psychology or physiotherapy services) re-imbursed to us for day patients. 
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We believe that it is unacceptable for patients in two of the most deprived PCTs in the country to 
have funding for their services cut in order to fund this pilot. We believe that protecting our 
services to our existing patients must be our greatest priority. 
 
We urge you, therefore, to hold off agreeing to take part in the pilot unless and until the 
Government agrees to fully fund all secondary care, community care and prescribing costs 
arising as a direct result of the pilot out of the sums made available for the pilot. 
 
We are copying this letter to CCG chairs, with the request that this issue is discussed at CCG 
Board meetings. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

     
 
 
Dr Deborah Colvin      Dr Kambiz Boomla 
Chair        Chair 
City and Hackney LMC     City and East London LMC 
 
 
 
  

   
 
 
Dr Prakash Chandra      Dr Sella Shanmugadasan 
Chair        Chair 
Newham LMC      Tower Hamlets LMC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


